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 We would like everyone to have a basic understanding of 

our culture. Utes are part of the Indian people. Our Indian 

people are the Earth People. We do not change the 

environment to fit us. We change to fit the environment. We 

protect Mother Earth. We are brothers to everything on the 

earth. We are brothers to the animals. We are brothers to the 

water, the fire, the rocks, and the earth. We are the Earth 

People. 

 Luke Duncan 
 Chairman of the Ute Business Committee 
 Ute Indian Tribe 
 Fort Duchesne, Utah 
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 Marietta Reed Colleen Redfoot Ina Lou Chapoose Ethel Grant Clarice Ignacio 
 Madeline Martinez Mary Lee Longhair Bernice Cesspooch Roberta Taveapont Gertrude Tahguv 
 Education Coordinator: Forrest Cuch Assistant: Carleen Ignacio 
 Museum Director: Fred Conetah 
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The Southern Utes A Tribal History 
 Authors: James Jefferson, Robert W. Delaney and Gregory C. Thompson; Edited by Floyd A. O'Neil 
Weenoocheeyoo Peesaduehnee Yak:anup Stories of our Ancestors 
 Gathering of legends: J. Alden Mason, Katherine Jenks, Daisy Jenks, Marietta Reed 
 Gathering and editing: Norma Denver, June Lyman, Daisy Jenks, Floyd A. O'Neil, Gregory C. Thompson, 
 Fred Conetah 
 Writing system: Norma Denver, Daisy Jenks, Dr. James A. Goss, Hazel Wardle, Dr. Wick R. Hiller, 
 Kathryn L. MacKay 
 Illustrator: Clifford Duncan 
 Collectors and editors: Norma Denver, Daisy Jenks, Kathryn L. MacKay, Floyd A. O'Neil 

EARTH PEOPLE VIDEO 

The Earth People video is a companion to the Earth People lesson set. Portions of the video come from 
each of the Ute reservations: Ute Indian Tribe at Fort Duchesne, Utah, The Southern Ute Tribe at Ignacio, 
Colorado, The Ute Mountain Utes at Towaoc, Colorado, and the White Mesa Utes at Blanding, Utah (who are 
affiliated with the Ute Mountain Utes). 

The video was assembled with much help from Laurie Waldron of the Instructional Design Media Center 
(BYU) and Ken Cromer of the Center for Instructional Design (Provo, Utah). 

GO MY SON 
"Go My Son" is performed by the Lamanite Generation to the music from the "Living Legends" tape, 

recorded by the Lamanite Generation. (Darren Goodrich of Cortez, Colorado originally performed "Go My Son" for 
this video, but the lighting for the copy made the tape unusable.) The Lamanite Generation very kindly worked this 
performance into their very busy schedule on short notice. We appreciate their generosity in taking time for this 
section of the video. 
Credits: 
 Sail Curley -- Chief Michelle Begay -- Traditional Dress 
 Bryan Jansen -- Yellow Fancy (son) MacArthur E. Lucio -- Zuni Rainbow 
 X Brendan Fairbanks -- Traditional Linda May Vierra -- Zuni Rainbow 
 Lisa M. John -- Navaho Feather Albert Vierra -- Sound 
 Burton Rojas -- Group President Janielle Christensen -- Director 

I AM UTE—CREATION STORY 
The Ute Instructional Materials Development Project and the Ute Indian Tribe Audio-Visual coproduced 

this tape through a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Title VII Bilingual Education Act. Credits: 
The Ute Creation story from the "Northern Ute History" book by author Fred Conetah. 

 Artists: Antonio Kanip and Urshel Tohannie Narrator: Vivian Pouaukie 
 Children: Rovena Accauanna and Antonio Kanip Storyteller: Ellen Grant 
 Flute Music: Shannandoah Martineau Graphics: Janae Chapoose 

Ute Instructional Materials Development Project 
 Director: Forrest Cuch Office Manager: Betsy Santio 

Curriculum Specialists: Sandra Johnson, Gloria Thompson, Joyleen Grant (Assistant) 
Ute Instructional Materials Development Project Advisory Board 

 Chairperson: Vivian Pouaukie, Vice-chairman: Doreen Loney 
 Geneva Chimburas, Ina Chapoose, Ethel Grant, Douglas Vanderhoop, Jacqueline Martin, Larry 

Cesspooch 
The content of this production does not necessarily express the policy of the Department of Education nor is it 
endorsed by the Federal Government. Copyright by the Ute Indian Tribe, 1987. 

©
 1

99
2 

U
ta

h 
St

at
e 

O
ff

ic
e 

of
 E

du
ca

tio
n 



8 

EVERYTING BEGINS FROM THE EARTH 
Credits: 

"This song is called 'The Red Earth Paint Song'. It came in a dream. The red paint comes from our Mother 
Earth. The song has a message for the two-legged (humans). Mother Earth tells us to be careful, be aware and be 
in harmony and together we will walk." by Eddie Box Sr., Red Ute, Spiritual Leader. 

The Ute Instructional Materials Development Project in cooperation with the Ute Indian Tribe Audiovisual 
produced this tape through a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Title VII, Bilingual Education Act. 

The "Full Earth", photo by NASA, Hansen Planetarium, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Quotes of Wisdom, by Chief Seattle, and Jensen Jack, Spiritual Leader. 

Clifford Duncan, Director, Ute Indian Tribe Historian 
Kesley Pettingill, Darren Cuch, Kessley LaRosa, Ute Indian Tribe Energy and Minerals Department 
Merlin Murphy, Ute Tribe Cattle Enterprise 
Cliff Hardle, Utah Museum of Natural History, Vernal, Utah 

 Narrators: Robert Chapoose, Jr. Jasen Hyasket Joyleen Grant 
 Joseph Hicks Jr. Betty Alexander, West Junior High School 
 Verna Lopez Antonett Appawoo Cheryl Pawinnee 

Shirley Gardner, Rainbow Classroom, Ute Indian Tribe Headstart 
Armand Accttoroop and staff, ute Indian Senior Citizens Department 

Special thanks to The Senior Citizens 
Venita Taveapoint, Director, Ute Family English Literacy Program 
Eddie Box Sr., Spiritual Leader 

Ute Instructional Materials Development Project 
 Director: Forrest Cuch Office Manager: Betsy Santio 

Curriculum Specialists: Sandra Johnson, Gloria Thompson, Joyleen Grant (Assistant) 
Ute Instructional Materials Development Project Advisory Board 

 Chairperson: Vivian Pouaukie, Vice-chairman: Doreen Loney 
 Geneva Chimburas, Ina Chapoose, Ethel Grant, Douglas Vanderhoop, Jacqueline Martin, Larry 

Cesspooch 
The content of this production does not necessarily express the policy of the Department of Education nor is it 
endorsed by the Federal Government. Copyright by the Ute Indian Tribe, 1987. 

WHAT DID THE UTES LIVE INf LONG AGO? 
created by Kristen Fulton 
music by Canyon Records 
guided by Dr. Ed Green, Instructional Science Department, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 

WHAT IS A RESERVATIOIN? 
created by Michelle Todd 
music by Canyon Records 
Harold Lehi and Adrian Dutchie posed for part of this segment 

 guided by Dr. Ed Green, Instructional Science Department, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 

UTE MOUNTAIN TRIBAL PABK 
Credits: 

Produced by the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe Planning Office, the Fort Lewis College Office of Community 
services and the Fort Lewis College Art Department 

Funded by the Administration of Native American Programs 
 Director: Doug Bowman Cameraman: Hiroshi Aoyagi Technical help: Doug Harris 

Narrators: Gary Penington (Fort Lewis College) and Norman Lopez (Ute Mountain Ute Tribe) 
special thanks to Audiovisual Center, Reed Library, Fort Lewis College, and 

Center of Southwest Studies, Reed Library, Fort Lewis College; Ellen Cargile and Dr. Samuel Burns 
Storyline by Dr. Deborah McKeefe, Rodger Willie and Alecia Cargile 
Special contributions by Dale Lemmon, The searchers video (Cortez, CO) and Rod Livingston, Four 

Corners Helicopter for all aerial photography 
Copyright by Fort Lewis College and Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 1989. All rights reserved. 
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STAID AT THE CENTER 
Credits: 

Dedicated to Ambrose New Holy (Lila Wakan) who left us before the completion of this project. 
 Pilamaya Mitakola D.S.E. 
 Starring: Douglas Spotted Eagle Linda Spotted Eagle 
 Wil Numkema Darryll Poleviyaoma Jr. 

Written and Directed by Douglas Spotted Eagle 
Music Written and Performed by Douglas Spotted Eagle 

 Videographed and Directed and Edited by Brian Morris 

THE UTE LEGACY 
Credits: 

Historian: Dr. Richard Ellis, Center for Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis College 
Cultural Advisors: Helen Hoskins, Director of the Southern Ute Cultural Center 

Everett Burch and Douglas Eagle Remington, Southern Ute Language and Cultural 
 Committee of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
 Narrator: Sal Edwards ' 

Sound track: KSUT Public Radio by Douglas Eagle Remington 
Music: David Lanz and Paul Speer from "Desert Vision" 1989 Harod Productions, Inc., MCA Records, 
Inc. Photography: Color by Dale W. Anderson 

Historical Photographs from the Denver Public Library, 
Colorado Historical Society, Southern Ute Archives, Museum of New Mexico, 

 Center for South West Studies, Fort Lewis College, Aztec Media Workshop 
A Dale Anderson Production, copyright Aztec Media Workshop, Historical District, Aztec, New Mexico 
This production was funded by a grant from the Colorado Endowment for the Humanities, with the 

assistance of the Southern Ute Language and Cultural Committee, the Southern Ute Cultural Center and 
the approval of the Southern Ute Tribal Council. 

TOUR OF THE UTE RESERVATIONS 
Many people helped with the development of this video: Many thanks to Norman Lopez (Ute Mountain 

Utes) who videoed many segments at Towaoc and Mancos and demonstrated many aspects of Ute culture, Glinda 
Lopez (Director of Headstart at Towaoc) for her help, Mary Jane Yazzi (White Mesa Ute Chairperson) for her 
cooperation and interview, Tina Galyon and Henrietta Jacket for their cooperation in showing their gifted and 
talented class and showing Ute handiwork, 

GIFTS AID TIPIS 
Bertha Grove's talk was given at a workshop that the Ute Mountain Utes gave to the U.S. Forestry Service 

to familiarize them with Ute culture. Norman Lopez videotaped the workshop. 

UTE DRESSES AND CRADLE BOARDS 
Regina Whiteskunk's demonstration was given at a workshop that the Ute Mountain Utes gave to the U.S. 

Forestry Service to familiarize them with Ute culture. Norman Lopez videotaped the workshop. 

FANCY DANCE 
Regina Whiteskunk demonstrates a Fancy Dance. This dance was performed at a workshop that the Ute 

Mountain Utes gave to the U.S. Forestry Service to familiarize them with Ute culture. The Catching Eagle Singers 
(Reggie Lopez, Nadine Lopez, and Frank Whiteskunk) provided the music for the dance. Norman Lopez 
videotaped the workshop.) 

TRADITIOINAL DANCE 
Norman Lopez demonstrates a Traditional Dance. This dance was performed at a workshop that the Ute 

Mountain Utes gave to the U.S. Forestry Service to familiarize them with Ute culture. The Catching Eagle Singers 
(Reggie Lopez, Nadine Lopez, and Frank Whiteskunk) provided the music for the dance. Norman Lopez 
videotaped the workshop. 
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INTERTRIBAL DANCE 
Norman Lopez and Regina Whiteskunk demonstrate an Intertribal Dance. This dance was performed at a 

workshop that the Ute Mountain Utes gave to the U.S. Forestry Service to familiarize them with Ute culture. The 
Catching Eagle singers (Reggie Lopez, Nadine Lopez, and Frank Whiteskunk) provided the music for the dance. 
Norman Lopez videotaped the workshop. 

JINGLE DANCE 
Tess Ridley, Sooki Ridley and Shemain Blackhair demonstrate Jingle Dances. These dances were 

performed at an assembly at Tabiona School, Tabiona, Utah. Anna Ridley, and Tyson Ridley also cue to help set up 
the performance at the assembly. 

BEAR DANCE, ROUND DANCE, FLUTE MUSIC, WHERE DOES THE NAME UTAH COME FROM? 
Clifford Duncan, Historian to the Ute Indian Tribe and member of the Ute Business council, spoke to the 

Fourth and Fifth grades about the culture and history of the Utes at Northridge Elementary School, Provo, Utah. The 
talks were videotaped by Rolfe Andrus, a Fourth Grade teacher. 

EARTH PEOPLE COMPUTER DISKETTE 
 

GREETING THE DAY 
Formatted by Brad Van Alphin, Instructional Design, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. 
Art work by Lorraine Cryer, Instructional Design, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. 

LEGEND OF THE SLEEPNG UTE 
 Written and designed by George Shumpelt, Cortez, Colorado. 

 UTE ALPHABET' COLORING BOOK 
 Selected pictures from the Ute Alphabet Book, 1977 Ute Instructional Materials Development Project 
 Formatted by Brad Van Alphin, Instructional Design, Brigham Young University 

WRITE ON, LESSON TOOBOX 
Formatted by Brad Van Alphin 

EARTH PEOPLE VIDEO 

1. 00 GO MY SON 
3:52  I AM UTE—CREATION STORY 
8: 70 EVERYTHING BEGINS FROM THE EARTH 
15:17 WHAT DID THE UTES LIVE IN LONG AGO? 
17:31 WHAT IS A RESERVATION? 
18:73 UTE MOUNTAIN TRIBAL PARK 
27:03 STAND AT THE CENTER 
30:63 THE UTE LEGACY 
34:32 TOUR OF THE UTE RESERVATIONS 
48:27 GIFTS AND TIPIS 
50:00 UTE DRESSES AND CRADLE BOARDS 
52:73 FANCY DANCE 
53:51 TRADITIONAL DANCE 
54:07 INTERTRIBAL DANCE 
54:67 JINGLE DANCE 
56:29 BEAR DANCE 
57:29 ROUND DANCE 
58:40 FLUTE MUSIC 
59:00 WHERE DOES THE NAME UTAH COME FROM

Quick Summary 
of the 

Earth People Video. 
 

(You might want to 
glue it on the video 

cover.) 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 We are delighted that these lessons are now available to caring people. 
We feel it is very important for people to know more about the Utes. 

At the beginning of writing these lessons, the Utes asked that we use the 
word “lndian” as little as possible because Indians do not use the word. Usually, 
they use the tribal name, such as Ute, Navajo, Piute, etc. When referring to many 
tribes, Utes don't mind the word IIlndianll although some prefer the term “Native 
American”l. When speaking about what is happening to all Indians in North 
America, the term “lndian Country” may be used, such as “lndustry in Indian 
County is growing fast.”I It is appropriate to make students aware of these terms. 
For this Introduction, we will use the word “lndian” although “Native American” 
would also be acceptable. 

It is basic for any teacher of these lessons to realize the solid spiritual 
foundation of all Indian life. Most Indians are constantly aware of their 
relationship and responsibility to all forms of life and their Creator. A prime 
priority of Indians is to be in balance--with Creator, with Mother Earth, with other 
people, animals, and plants, etc. Keeping this balance requires thoughtful 
contemplation and careful choices. Therefore, Indians do not place a high value 
on making quick decisions. As a people, they are more concerned with “what is 
best for all”, rather than “what is best for me”. Competition is deplored, and co-
operation is highly esteemed. 

Indians enjoy helping each other. Co-operative learning groups, group 
reports, student interaction, sharing of child-produced works and ideas are 
designed into these lessons. This insures a higher level of learning, and more 
accurately portrays the Indian experience. Indians say that Anglos think in a 
straight line, and Indians think in a circle. For example, Anglos ask a question, 
expecting one answer. Indians know there are many answers, and examine 
many aspects of a problem. Interaction helps view a problem more effectively. 

A special effort was made to encourage students to make their own 
pictures and stories. Indians delight in their own artistic expression, and wanted 
students to have an opportunity to make their own pictures, designs and stories. 
In Indian culture, decoration is a form of appreciation of useful objects. Utes have 
been famous for their artwork for three centuries. Most of the student handouts 
have borders taken from Ute beadwork, to give the students some ideas for their 
own artwork. (See more on the computer disc about minority learning styles.) 
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to fit into a 30-40 minute period, but may be expanded using information from 
the Appendix. In each grade there are 5 lessons; usually two information 
lessons, one biography, one folktale and an activity lesson. In response to 
teacher requests, there is a time line and there are pictures from the Thorne 
Studio in Vernal, Utah in the Appendix. The video has short sections and 
includes segments that the Ute Indian Tribe developed for their own children. 

We feel that children need to know more about the rich heritage of the 
minorities that we live with. These lessons were developed partly to serve as a 
model for other minorities to contribute their history and culture to the school 
systems. (Please see more in the Appendix section about Writing Your Own 
Heritage Lessons.) 

These lessons were designed to be fun--an appropriate method to portray 
a people who love to joke, tease, have fun, and love life! 

 Artists 

A number of artists created pictures for these lessons: 
Roland Cantsee did the title page. He is a Ute Mountain Ute. 
Kessley LaRosa drew the Shawl Dancer and pictures for "Larry's Reservation" 

and "Ute Dances." He is a Ute, and works at the Ute Petroleum at Bottle 
Hollow in Fort Duchesne, Utah. 

Norman Lopez drew the Traditional Dancers. He is a Ute, and is the editor of 
the Ute Mountain Ute newspaper, the Echo. He lives in Towaoc, 
Colorado. 

Neil Cloud drew the Bear Dancers. He is a Ute, and is head of the Southern Ute 
Language Department. He lives in Ignacio, Colorado. 

Sandra Saydyk drew the paperdolls, and some of the portraits for the 
bibliographies. She teaches Art at Timpview High School in Provo, Utah. 
She is part Cherokee (a very small part). 

Larry Christensen drew the dedication picture from one of the Thorne Studio 
photographs (“Berhina Kanapatch Cesspooch"). He has also done oil 
paintings from some of the photographs. He teachers Art at Brigham 
Young University. 

Cliff Dunstan drew Chapita. He does art work for B.Y.U.'s Instructional Graphics. 
Dan Clark drew Luke Duncan. He is an artist at the Ute Public Relations Dept. 
B. Jane Bush drew a petroglyph. She works at the BYU Art Dept. 

Some pictures were taken from other books. If you see a "C. D." on a 
picture, it was drawn by Clifford Duncan. He is the Ute Indian Tribe Historian, 
and is also on the Ute Business Committee for the Ute Indian Tribe. You may 
see him in the videos "Everything Comes From the Earth", "Round Dance", etc 


